
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Barnardo’s & Zakat 
 

Policy statement 
 

At Barnardo’s, we’ve been protecting, supporting and nurturing 
vulnerable children and families across the UK for over 150 years. 

We supported almost 300,000 children, young people, carers and 
parents through 1000 of our services across the UK last year. As we 

look to the future, we want to go further – we want to respond to the 
challenges faced by children today, but we are also preparing for the 

realities of childhood tomorrow.  

 
As the UK becomes more diverse – around 20% of Barnardo’s service 

users are now from BAME backgrounds – we are putting equality, 
diversity and inclusion at the heart of everything we do. Recognising 

this, it is significant that we engage and develop meaningful 
relationships with BAME communities in the UK, including the Muslim 

community.  
 

We recognise the growing trend of Muslims supporting initiatives 
locally and our aim is to connect these supporters with our unique 

projects in the UK, including our Zakat eligible projects. Barnardo’s 
also collects voluntary Sadaqah donations for all of our services.  

 
At Barnardo’s, we understand the sensitive and careful nature of 

handling Zakat. We have worked to understand the requirements of 

Zakat and ensure our policy, procedures and projects fulfil these 
principles. All of our procedures have been independently audited by 

an Islamic Scholar who is a legal Zakat specialist to ensure Zakat 
compliancy.   

 
Zakat payments will be 100% restricted to the specific appeal that we 

have independently audited, such as the Northern Ireland Refugee 
Support Service, and the payment will help those suffering from 

poverty or financial hardship, ensuring that individuals are 
economically empowered through the support.  

  
 

 



 

 

Zakat policy – key points 

 
We implement the following steps to ensure our projects, policies and 

procedures meet the requirements of Zakat:  
 

 Zakat funds are collected into a specific, restricted fund within 
Barnardo’s and payments are directed to clearly identified 

projects which donors have been presented with. 
 All Zakat donations are held in a dedicated, interest free bank 

account prior to being sent to the relevant service.  
 All Zakat projects and policies will be independently verified and 

audited as Zakat compliant by an Islamic Scholar and Zakat 
specialist. This will be reviewed annually and upon any additional 

projects.  
 100% of Zakat payments are spent on the identified project. UK 

administrative costs are not claimed on Zakat payments.  

 Zakat donations will aim to be spent within an annual lunar year. 
Where this is not possible, donors will be informed in the 

individual project details and this will be approved by the Islamic 
Scholar.  

 Zakat funds will be spent on projects for those facing poverty 
and financial hardship. Projects will be identified with a 

significant Muslim user number and Zakat funds will be spent on 
the proportion of Muslim service users in this project. Voluntary 

funds will be spent on the remainder.  
 Any support, advice, or guidance that users receive through the 

project will be in line with Islamic requirements.  
 Gift aid can be claimed on Zakat donations. This will be treated 

as unrestricted donations and will be allocated to Barnardo’s 
voluntary funds.  

 

 


